
1. The University of Maryland Policy on Intellectual Property provides that an 
individual student owns  

 
 A. all rights, title and interests, including all rights under copyright, in 
works an individual student creates in connection with his or her courses whether 
or not the student uses University Resources.  This means a student who writes a 
paper or report, creates a design or software, algorithm or other copyrightable work 
in the performance of course work owns the intellectual property rights – the 
copyright -- in those works.  
 
 B.  all rights, title and interests, including all patent rights, in inventions 
an individual student conceives or reduces to practice in the performance of course 
work whether or not the student uses University Resources.   

2. When one or more students jointly create a copyrightable work or jointly 
conceive an invention, they own the intellectual property rights – copyright or 
patent rights -- jointly.  

3. Since project reports are likely to be developed by one or more students, the 
copyright in the report will be jointly owned by the report authors.  As copyright 
holders in the report, the authors should 

 A. Include a copyright notice on the report; i.e.:  

Copyright 2015 student A and student B. 

 B. As the owners of copyright in the report, each author acquires the 
following rights:  the right to (a) reproduce the report, (b) distribute/release the 
report, (c) post the report on a website, and (d) incorporate portions of the report in 
another paper an author writes or modify or expand on the report.  Authors may 
exercise these rights jointly or independently of one another without having to 
obtain permission from the other authors.   Authors may also give someone else 
permission to exercise one or more of these rights.  

 C. If one or more authors want to release the report to a company, for 
example, the author(s) should include with the copyright notice a description of 
what the company may do with the report.  For example: 

• Company may reproduce and distribute this report to its 
employees for personal or internal company use.  Company 



may not distribute the report outside the company or use it for 
commercial purposes without prior permission from one of 
the copyright holders.   Company does not acquire any rights 
or interests in the report other than those specified here.  

 Authors may also elect to use a Creative Commons license.  This nonprofit 
organization promotes “sharing and use of creativity [copyrightable works] and 
knowledge through” the use of standardized, easy to understand licenses or 
permissions.  http://creativecommons.org/.  CC licenses enable you to choose 
whether to allow third parties to modify your work, relicense your work, or use it 
for commercial purposes, all subject to certain conditions.   

D. Students should remove patentable from a report before releasing it to 
a third party.  And students must remove confidential or proprietary information 
students received from someone else before releasing the report to anyone other 
than the person who owns the confidential information.   

For more information on copyright, visit University Libraries guide to 
copyright at http://lib.guides.umd.edu/content.php?pid=197882&sid=1655341.  
The website includes a link to the University Intellectual Property Policy.  
 
 


